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IT’S OPINION-COMMENTARY TIME!!  


With Election Day the day after this column “goes live,” the most bitter, negative campaign perhaps in the history of this country concludes.  Voters from just about every street corner are way beyond fed up with attack ads and the innuendo or downright false ads airing incessantly night-after-night on television.  


Maybe at this point in the game of politics, a little hindsight is worthwhile.  As we have all heard, especially if you are a Democrat running in the 2010 election, Republicans are downright positive, as least as near positive as the pundits can make it so, that plenty of the Democrats in office are going to be sent packing.  

Yes, the media (print and on-air) is so busy portraying President as a one-term President, it cannot recognize the progress made in the few short months.  This writer must ask, “Would this be the case were he a 100% white man?”  


Back in the 2006 election year, a term surfaced in the national media describing Republicans as having suffered a “collapse of purpose.”  The term then headlined a column by Washington Post columnist E. J. Dionne.  


All the rhetoric Colorado voters are being bombarded with for and against “The Ugly 3” (“60, 61 and 101”) seem a good example of “collapse of purpose.”  


Before elaborating further, consider this item from a 2006 news release from the Colorado Republicans as a part of former President George W. Bush’s “second-term agenda to create more jobs and grow the economy:”  
“President Bush has put forth an ambitious agenda to ensure that America’s economy remain the strongest in the world.  To accomplish this, the President is working with Congress to pass legislation that promotes economic growth – including making his tax cuts permanent, restraining spending by the Federal government and cutting the Federal deficit, reducing unnecessary regulation making our country less dependent on foreign sources of energy, strengthening retirement security, expanding trade, protecting small business owners and workers from frivolous lawsuits, and lowering the cost of health care for all Americans.”  

Yes folks, that agenda less than two short years before the “worst financial meltdown since the Great Depression.”  (There’s that expression again.)  


The reader is referred to the on-going presentation of the Center for Public Integrity’s report on “Mr. Bush’s Broken Government” in Seeing the Round Corners on this website.  That analysis takes on much greater poignancy considering the above quote.  


Political candidates have learned all too well those “feel good” points a voter wants to hear.  Worse yet, baiting voters into stating what is important or needs to be fixed provides the candidate with the opportunity to agree to do just that.  Candidates with no ideas suddenly have them.    


Intentional unawareness describes far too many voters in today’s face-paced world.  Regardless of the reason, candidates demonstrate over and over the less specific their words on an issue, the better.  This allows a candidate to hide his or her true position.    


Return for a moment to the 2008 election.  One of the District 3 commissioner candidates (a Republican) ran on a platform of getting more businesses in the county, a goal that’s carried through since his early days as a commissioner in the  1980’s.  Toward that goal, the intention was to create a trail system in Gilpin County similar to one in place in Utah.  Now, let’s consider just how substantive that idea would be, who would benefit and who would be harmed.  Bear in mind, there’s also the voter who votes for a candidate just to keep the Board of County Commissioners from all being from one political party.  

GilpinCounty is 52% public lands – that leaves 48% being used for private use.  Eminent domain cannot be used to place a trail system through the public lands nor can it be used to force private property owners to allow a trail to cut across their property.  


Who would benefit?  That particular candidate just happened to have a horse-back trail riding business which was never disclosed during the campaign, seems no one ask the right question.  


Who would be harmed?  Most likely, all those who make their homes here in Gilpin County.  The wildfire risk such a trail system would create endangers not just those residents living nearby, but all of Gilpin County and beyond.  The recent Four Mile Canyon fire is proof of just what carelessness can result in.  The trail-ride business owner candidate made it through all the candidate forums without ever being asked to explain how such a trail system would be accomplished.  
Such is possible when no real debate takes place between and among candidates as has come to be the case with the restrictive manner of questioning used in the candidate forums, all supposedly in the name of civility.  

That “collapse of purpose” mentioned earlier in this edition?  Republicans have bashed and trashed President Obama as though his administration and policies were responsible for nearly destroying this country – how quickly the Bush policies faded.  


The proponents of “60, 61 and 101” ignored campaign finance law, failed to register as issue committees which state law requires and to this day have fought disclosure of their financial backers.  That cliché “do something even if its wrong” seems to be guiding Republicans these days, but when it comes to the harm “60, 61 and 101” would do to Colorado, doing nothing seems the better idea.  The energy put into such negativity shows a lack of ideas to fix a broken system, one Coloradans are fed up with, no argument there.  But, and it’s a big one, hopefully Coloradans recognize destroying the state and starting over is not the solution.   


Greater efficiency and eliminating waste would better serve those backing “60, 61 and 101,” than the destructive policies masquerading as “Tax Relief.”  The “Tax Relief” movement offers not one solution to replace the funding passage of “60, 61 and 101” would eliminate.  
As an example of waste, the insistence of Gilpin County Commissioners that the woody bio-mass plant would create jobs for local loggers was pure hype, in the opinion of this writer, especially when a year’s supply of wood chips was already chipped and waiting the day woody bio-mass was turned on.  The amount of utilities saved during the winter months is admirable, but with the price tag of $1 million, payback takes 35 plus years.  Of course, that specific detail was never addressed during the planning process.  
Will woody bio-mass be around and operating in 35 plus years?  Fortunately, this writer will not be around to say “I told you so,” but as the budget cuts being made and charges imposed for essential services continue, a $1 million heater for a Road and Bridge building that cost $4.5 million serves as an excellent example of waste, regardless of the awards showered on the building, that Republicans could address as positive and constructive in lieu of “60, 61 and 101.”  
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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